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Extractor Corpora�on, 
685 Mar�n Drive, South Elgin, IL

Briefly describe what Extractor 
Corpora�on does? 
We’re the creator of the SUITMATE® 
Swimsuit Water Extractor, which 
revolu�onized the commercial aqua�c 
industry with a swimsuit water extractor 
that efficiently removes 95% of water 
from a wet swimsuit in just eight 
seconds. Today, the SUITMATE unit 
serves a diverse range of aqua�c 
facili�es, from high-end spas and hotels 
to fitness clubs and public pools. Our 
units help site managers keep their 
facility clean and provide guests with a 
unique service that differen�ates their 
experience. Since our incep�on, our 
mission has been simple: structure our 
company around the pillars of quality, 
integrity, and customer service.

How long have you been in business?
Established in 1983, Extractor 
Corpora�on has been in business for 39 
years. Our headquarters has always 
been in South Elgin. We started with just 
US distribu�on. Today, we are the 
worldwide market leader with 
SUITMATE® Swimsuit Water Extractors  
found in more than 75 countries.

Where are some of the most interes�ng 
places we would find your product? 
Ÿ Armani Spa located in the tallest 

building in the world, the Burj Khalifa
Ÿ Na�onal Geographic Expedi�on ships 

Ÿ Virgin Atlan�c Lounge (at Heathrow 
Airport, London)

Ÿ Mongolian Amateur Swimming 
Federa�on

Ÿ Royal Caribbean ships for water 
acrobat performers

What sparked the Suitmate inven�on?
In 1981, a re�red gentleman named Bill 
Grant was struck by the amount of effort 
required to remove water from 
swimsuits using a crank-style hand 
wringer at his local YMCA. 
 Determined to find a faster, 
cleaner, more-efficient method 
to extract water from swimwear, 
Grant began designing prototypes for 
a new machine in his basement. He 
later met Jon Hoffman, who then 
founded Extractor Corpora�on — with 
the sole purpose of engineering, 
manufacturing, and distribu�ng the 
swimsuit water extractor. 

What’s your advice to young people 
interested in manufacturing?
There’s a misplaced percep�on of 
manufacturing workplaces as harsh, 
outdated, and dirty places to work, with 
low wages and li�le opportunity for 
advancement. However, today’s 
manufacturing landscape is rapidly 
changing through technology, 
automa�on, and process improvements, 
which creates a world of opportunity for 
new skilled workers entering the 
workforce. The challenge for
manufacturers, educators, and other 
influencers is to change young people’s 
percep�ons about manufacturing AND 
to also show the cri�cal nature 
manufacturing plays in today’s economic
landscape. This can be done by 

manufacturers through social outreach 
efforts, changes in educa�onal 
curriculums, internships, and other 
opportuni�es for young people to 
experience manufacturing hands-on. 

What else would you like to share with 
the folks of South Elgin?
Extractor Corpora�on is proud to be a 
member of the South Elgin community 
and proud to employ some South Elgin 
residents as well. In an effort to give 
back, our President, Lindsay Hoffman is 
a member of the Board of Directors for 
the brand-new Boys & Girls Club 
opening in South Elgin. Extractor 
supports the industries we serve by 
sponsoring ac�vi�es and events for the 
Interna�onal Swimming Hall of Fame 
(ISHOF) and by being a member of The 
Global Health & Fitness Associa�on, 
(IHRSA). In 2019, founder Jon Hoffman, 
stepped down from day-to-day 
opera�ons at Extractor Corpora�on and 
passed the leadership role to his 
daughter Lindsay Hoffman. Today, as 
President and second genera�on owner, 
Lindsay con�nues to carry on the 
SUITMATE legacy. 

Made in South Elgin is a new 
feature of Village Light. For 
businesses interested in 
sharing their success and 
origin stories, please contact
cpierce@southelgin.com. 

More Q&A responses from 
Extractor Corpora�on are 
available at southelgin.com/ 
MadeInSouthElgin

LEFT: Original prototype - circa 1983
RIGHT: Current 2022 Suitmate�
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Whether you’re swimming at a 

resort in Hawaii, Hong Kong or 

Hilton Head, there’s a good 

chance the high-speed swimsuit 

drying machine is made right 

here in South Elgin!
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